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Gabriel Towerson1 was captaine), but did no service, therefore
the generall would have given the king that mony againe; but hee
would not receive it by any meanes, saying what hee gave he
gave and would not take againe.
And at the same time there was seven or eight hundred houses
burnt at sundry times in Dachem while we were there. Therefore
the generall bought an oulde stone house, builte it and covered
it with slate, and at our comming awaye gave it to the king; the
ground and house cost almost one hundred pound starling*.
The generall, having intelligence of the price and goodnesse
of pepper at Priaman, and seeing the smal quantity that was to be
gotten at Dachem, sent the Susan thether (with our small
pinnace to bring news of her successe). And because Captaine
Haverd was lately dead, Henry Middleton was appointed cape
marchant in his place.
The 24 daye of June there came into the road of Dachem a
Flemmish pinnace, which had lost her admiral; of which fleete
one Spilbacke, of Middlebourough [Middelburg], was generall3.
Shee was of the burthen of fifty tunne, and had but three men
and two boyes in her; which pinnace our general bought, for
they mistrusted they should not heare of their generall againe.
There came also into the roade of Dachem a great shippe of
Saint Mallos in Fraunce, of the burthen of foure hundred tunne4.
1 He had subsequently a long period of service under the Company, and
was principal factor of the Moluccas when he was put to death by the Dutch
in the * Massacre of Amboyna.*
* Probably, at the time of purchase, Lancaster intended to leave some
merchants at Achin. As stated, on his departure he presented the house to
the king, who subsequently gave it to the Dutch (Speilbergen, p. 57).
3  This was the fleet of Joris van Speilbergen, which left Holland in April
1601.  It consisted of the Schaep, the Ram, and the Lam (the pinnace here
referred to). The voyage (described in Speilbergen's Journael) was rendered
memorable by a visit to Ceylon, during which the leader went up to Kandy
and had a cordial interview with the king. The Lam had lost company near
the Comoros and made her way to Achin, where she was promptly bought
from her commander by Lancaster. The other two ships arrived on 6
September (according to Speilbergen), and the English general at once sent
Philip Grove (himself a Dutchman) on board to greet them.
4  The Croissant and Corbin sailed in May 1601, under the command of
Michel Frotet, Sieur de la Bardeliere. The Corbin was wrecked on the Mal-
dives in June 1602, as described by Fran?ois Pyrard de Laval, who was on
board (see his narrative).  A general account of the voyage was written by
Francois Martin, and this states that the Croissant reached Achin on 14 July